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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Capital Area Community Action Agency Head Start (HS) and Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Needs Assessment addressed 
needs, strengths, and resources in serviced counties to inform Capital Area Community Action Agency’s policy and decision making pertaining 
to these grant funded services. Primary study objectives included:  

	 •		Describe	and	characterize	service	areas	and	targeted	population		
	 •		Describe	and	characterize	availability	and	accessibility	of	services
	 •		Identify	and	describe	demand	or	need	for	services
	 •		Identify	and	describe	relevant	community	strengths,	resources,	and	supports	
	 •		Make	recommendations	for	closing	service	need	gaps

CAPITAL AREA: PHILOSOPHY AND SERVICES

The	Capital	Area	Community	Action	Agency	(Capital	Area)	is	a	private	non-profit	organization	serving	the	needs	of	the	community	in	Leon,	
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jefferson, Liberty, and Wakulla counties. The agency’s mission is to provide a comprehensive, seamless system 
of	services	and	resources	to	reduce	the	detrimental	effects	of	poverty,	empower	low-income	citizens	with	skills	and	motivation	to	become	self-
sufficient,	and	improve	the	overall	quality	of	their	lives,	and	our	community.	Services	offered	by	Capital	Area	are	summarized	in	the	chart	below.	
 

Capital Area Community Action Agency Services and Programs
Crisis Services Head Start Project Independence Weatherization Getting Ahead

Emergency Shelter 

Project Quincy

Low-Income	Home	

Energy Assistance 

Program	(LIHEAP)

Weatherization

Talquin Electric (TAP) 

Project Share

Direct Emergency 

Assistance Program 
(DEAP)

Hardest Hit Fund
 

Federal program for 
preschool children, 
including those with 
disabilities, from low-
income families.

Participants have access 
to school readiness 
program, medical and 
dental services, speech 
therapy and mental health 
treatment 

Micro-Enterprise Small 
Business Development 
Program assists clients 
with special skills and 
motivation to start their 
own business.

On-the-Job Training 
Program
 - Food Vouchers
 - Bus Passes/Gas Vouchers
 - Transportation
 - Rental and Utility                                                                                                                                          
   Deposit Assistance
 - Mortgage Assistance
 - Prescriptions
 - Referrals

Provides minor repairs to 
the homes of low-income 
individuals and families to 
permanently reduce their 
energy bills by making 
their homes more energy 
efficient.  

Getting Ahead in a Just-
Gettin’-by-World is a 
16-week	program	where	
participants work together 
to explore where they are 
now, the opportunities 
in their community and, 
write their future story.
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FINDINGS

County Profiles 
The following charts provide brief profiles of the greatest needs and 
risks as well as strengths, resources, and supports for each of the 
counties served by Capital Area. Note that the needs and resources 
shown in the charts are not all inclusive of every factor assessed in 
this	study	which	included	well	over	100	indicators	of	needs	and	
strengths across data sources. Rather these charts are intended to offer 
a snapshot of each county’s needs and resources . General resources 
found	in	all	counties	such	as	local	faith-based	organizations	and	police	
departments and services provided by State agencies available to all 
Florida residents are of critical importance in meeting community 
and individual needs, however, the resources included in the charts are 

STUDY METHODS 

A mixed methods approach combining qualitative and quantitative 
data collection and analysis was used to assess the needs in the areas 
served by Capital Area’s HS and CSBG initiatives.  Existing archival 
data from State, National, and Local sources and primary data sources 
(survey and interview data) were combined to address the study 
objectives. A detailed county profile for each of the eight counties 
served is included in the report. 

Findings for counties where HS and CSBG services are offered are 
presented first in alphabetical order in the series of county profiles. 
Next, profiles for the five counties where only CSBG services are 
offered are presented in alphabetical order. Thus, the order of the 
county profiles is:  Franklin, Jefferson, Leon, Calhoun, Gadsden, Gulf, 
Liberty, and Wakulla. Given that each of the two grants has somewhat 
different federal reporting and service delivery requirements, the report 
organization	is	intended	to	facilitate	pulling	information	from	the	
pertaining to one grant or the other (HS or CSBG) for ease of federal 
reporting or making policy and service delivery decisions. 

Following the eight served county profiles is a cross-county 
comparison between the eight served counties and reference counties/
communities selected on the basis of demographic, need, and resource 
indicators.	The	final	section	of	the	report	summarizes	stakeholder	
survey and interview data collected for this study by topic areas and 
by needs and strengths reported by clients, providers, partners, and 
Capital Area leadership and board members. 

Aligned	with	the	organization	of	the	full	report,	in	this	Executive	
Summary, the findings across data sources for each of the served 
counties	are	synthesized	within	a	brief	county	profile	chart,	followed	
by a section highlighting the comparison of served counties with 
reference counties on several need indicators. Service delivery 
recommendations are then offered based on study findings.      

intended to show those uniquely available or accessible in that area.  
As such, these more generally available resources are not duplicated in 
every county profile chart. 

What the county profiles demonstrate is that every county has its own 
complement of needs and resources. Additionally, gaps in service needs 
remain across all counties where the resources currently available are 
insufficient to meet the needs of the community. Those gaps appear 
most pervasive in Gadsden, Liberty, and Calhoun Counties. The gaps 
appear	least	drastic	in	Leon	and	Wakulla	Counties	but	certain	zip	
codes in these counties show a pattern of very high unmet needs.    

1	Data	sources	include	U.S.	Census	Bureau,	American	community	Survey,	2012	Data	Release;	Florida	Department	of	Health,	Florida	Charts	pulled	in	2013	and	2014;	Florida	
Department	of	Children	and	Families	facilities	database	pulled	in	2013	and	2014;	Surveys	and	Interviews	custom	developed	for	this	study.	

WIC	=	Women,	Infants,	and	Children	(Food	Nutrition	Service)
SNAP	=	Supplemental	Nutrition	Assistance	Program
HS/EHS	=	Head	Start/Early	Head	Start
VPK	=	Voluntary	Preschool
21st	CCLC	=	21st	Century	Community	Learning	Centers	(before/afterschool	service)

4



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

To
ta
l	a
re
a	
of
	1
,0
37
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	o

f	w
hi
ch
	5
44
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	

is	
la
nd

	a
nd

	4
93
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	w

at
er
.		
Si
tu
at
ed
	a
lo
ng
	th

e	
G

ul
f o

f M
ex

ic
o 

in
 th

e 
Fl

or
id

a 
pa

nh
an

dl
e.

 E
xt

re
m

e 
ea

ste
rn

 
tip

 o
f t

he
 c

ou
nt

y 
is 

bo
rd

er
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

O
ch

lo
ck

ne
e 

R
iv

er
. 

In
cl
ud

es
	se
ve
ra
l	l
ar
ge
	p
re
se
rv
ed
	a
re
as
	a
nd

	ri
ve
rs
,	s
ta
te
	

pa
rk

s, 
an

d 
isl

an
ds

. C
ou

nt
y 

se
at

 is
 A

pa
la

ch
ic

ol
a.

  E
as

tp
oi

nt
 

an
d 

Ap
al

ac
hi

co
la

 a
re

 th
e 

co
un

ty
’s 

m
os

t p
op

ul
ou

s c
iti

es
. 

H
ist

or
ic

al
ly

 h
om

e 
to

 c
om

m
er

ci
al

 ti
m

be
r a

nd
 fi

sh
in

g 
in

du
str

y. 

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	1
1,
54
5	

•	
	R
ac
e:
	8
3%

	W
hi
te
,	1
5%

	B
la
ck
,	2
%
	O

th
er
	

•	
	Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	5
%

•	
	O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
2%

•	
	A
du

lts
:	6
6%

•	
	O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1
7%

	

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on

•	
	O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y	

•	
		P
ov
er
ty
	ra
te
	fo

r	y
ou
ng
	c
hi
ld
re
n*
	a
nd

	fe
m
al
e	
he
ad
ed
			

fa
m

ili
es

•	
	B
irt
hs
	to

	te
en
ag
e,
	u
nw

ed
,	a
nd

	lo
w
er
	e
du

ca
te
d	
m
ot
he
rs
.

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	sc
ho

ol
	re
ad
in
es
s	p

ro
gr
am

s	a
nd

	k
in
de
rg
ar
te
n	

el
ig

ib
le

 fo
r f

re
e/

re
du

ce
d 

lu
nc

h

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n	
3	
to
	5
	y
ea
rs
	w
ith

	d
isa
bi
lit
ie
s	r
ec
ei
vi
ng
	p
re
-K
	

se
rv

ic
es

•	
	U
ni
ns
ur
ed
*

•	
	S
N
AP

	u
sa
ge

•	
	W

IC
	e
lig
ib
ili
ty
	ra
te
s	

•	
		L
ow

	e
du

ca
tio

n	
le
ve
ls	
(H

ig
h	
Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
	g
ra
du

at
e	
or
	

be
lo

w
)

•	
	Im

m
un

iza
tio

ns
	a
t	K

in
de
rg
ar
te
n	
en
tr
y

•	
	S
m
ok
in
g	

•	
		H

ea
lth

	c
on

di
tio

ns
:	C

or
on

ar
y	
he
ar
t	d

ise
as
e,
	c
on

ge
sti
ve
	

he
ar
t	f
ai
lu
re
,	l
un

g	
ca
nc
er
,	r
es
pi
ra
to
ry
	Is
su
es
.

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t s

im
ila

r 
to

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
ri

da
: 

•	
	U
ne
m
pl
oy
m
en
t

•	
	F
oo
d	
St
am

p	
Re

ci
pi
en
ts	

•	
	L
ac
k	
of
	b
as
ic
	li
te
ra
cy
	sk

ill
s

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
is 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
			W

IC
	se
rv
ed
	ra
te
s	a
re
	m

uc
h	
lo
w
er
	th

an
	F
lo
rid

a	
th
ou
gh
	

ne
ed

 is
 h

ig
he

r

►
   V

PK
 a

nd
 sc

ho
ol

 re
ad

in
es

s p
ro

gr
am

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
sli

gh
tly

 lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a 

►
   C

rim
e 

ra
te

s h
av

e 
de

cl
in

ed
 o

ve
ra

ll 
an

d 
fo

r a
rr

es
ts 

an
d 

vi
ol

en
t a

nd
 n

on
-v

io
le

nt
 o

ffe
nc

es

►
			U

ne
m
pl
oy
m
en
t	d

ec
re
as
ed
	fr
om

	2
01
2	
to
	2
01
3	

►
   H

ea
d 

St
ar

t P
ar

en
ts 

se
rv

ed
 b

y 
C

ap
ita

l A
re

a 
re

po
rt

 
hi

gh
 sa

tis
fa

ct
io

n 
ra

te
s w

ith
 H

ea
d 

St
ar

t s
er

vi
ce

s a
nd

 
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	N

ot
	sp

ea
ki
ng
	E
ng
lis
h	
w
el
l

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	fo

ste
r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	R
ec
ei
pt
	o
f	m

en
ta
l	h

ea
lth

	se
rv
ic
es

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
	d
ea
th
s

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		1
1	
EC

E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s,	
3	
ha
ve
	G
ol
d	
Se
al
	st
at
us
,	4
	p
ro
vi
de
	H

S	
or

 E
H

S 

•	
		3
		e
le
m
en
ta
ry
	a
nd

	se
co
nd

ar
y	
sc
ho

ol
s	

   
(in

cl
ud

es
 C

ha
rt

er
 a

nd
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
sc

ho
ol

s)

•	
		2
1s
t	C

C
LC

	P
ro
gr
am

-P
ro
je
ct
	Im

pa
ct

•	
		F
ra
nk

lin
	C
ou
nt
y	
Ad

ul
t	L

ea
rn
in
g	
C
en
te
r

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	N

W
	F
lo
rid

a

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

•	
		N

or
th
	F
lo
rid

a	
W
or
kf
or
ce
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	B

oa
rd

•	
		G
ul
f	a
nd

	W
ak
ul
la
	C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	A
ss
oc
ia
tio

ns
	

se
rv
e	
Fr
an
kl
in
	c
iti
ze
ns

•	
		F
ra
nk

lin
	P
ro
m
ise
	C
oa
lit
io
n

•	
		F
ra
nk

lin
	C
om

m
un

ity
	C
en
te
r

•	
		F
ra
nk

lin
	C
ou
nt
y	
Fo
od
	P
an
tr
y	

•	
		G
ul
f	c
oa
st	
W
or
kf
or
ce
	C
en
te
r

FRANKLIN

5



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

Je
ffe
rs
on

	C
ou
nt
y	
ha
s	a
	to

ta
l	a
re
a	
of
	6
36

.6
5	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	

(1
,6
48

.9
	k
m
2)
,	o
f	w

hi
ch
	5
97

.7
4	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	l
an
d	

an
d	
38

.9
1	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	w

at
er
.	L

oc
at
ed
	w
ith

in
	F
lo
rid

a’s
	

no
rt

hw
es

t r
eg

io
n,

 in
 th

e 
pa

nh
an

dl
e,

 Je
ffe

rs
on

 C
ou

nt
y 

is 
lo

ca
te

d 
in

 n
or

th
w

es
t F

lo
rid

a 
at

 th
e 

ap
ex

 o
f t

he
 p

an
ha

nd
le

.  
Je

ffe
rs

on
 C

ou
nt

y 
is 

on
e 

of
 e

ig
ht

 c
ou

nt
ie

s i
n 

N
or

th
 F

lo
rid

a 
th

at
 m

ak
e 

up
 th

e 
Bi

g 
Be

nd
 a

re
a.

  L
eo

n 
C

ou
nt

y 
lie

s t
o 

th
e 

w
es

t, 
Th

om
as

 C
ou

nt
y 

(G
eo

rg
ia

) t
o 

th
e 

no
rt

h,
 M

ad
iso

n 
C

ou
nt

y 
to

 th
e 

ea
st,

 a
nd

 T
ay

lo
r C

ou
nt

y 
to

 th
e 

so
ut

he
as

t 
an

d 
W

ak
ul

la
 C

ou
nt

y 
to

 th
e 

so
ut

hw
es

t. 
Al

so
 to

 th
e 

so
ut

h 
is 

th
e 

G
ul

f o
f M

ex
ic

o.
  Th

e 
ci

ty
 o

f M
on

tic
el

lo
 is

 th
e 

on
ly

 
m

aj
or

 to
w

n 
in

 th
e 

C
ou

nt
y.

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	1
4,
56

4	

•	
	R
ac
e:
	6
1%

	W
hi
te
,	3

7%
	B
la
ck
,	2

%
	O

th
er

•	
	Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	6
%

•	
	O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
4%

•	
	A
du

lts
:	6

5%

•	
	O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1

6%
		

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on
:

•	
	O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y	

•	
	P
ov
er
ty
	ra
te
	fo

r	y
ou
ng
	c
hi
ld
re
n	
(e
sp
ec
ia
lly
)	a
nd

	se
ni
or
s

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	sc
ho

ol
	re
ad
in
es
s	p

ro
gr
am

s	e
lig
ib
le
	fo

r	f
re
e/

re
du

ce
d 

lu
nc

h

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n3

	to
	5
	y
ea
rs
	w
ith

	d
isa
bi
lit
ie
s	r
ec
ei
vi
ng
	p
re
-K
	

se
rv

ic
es

•	
		B
irt
hs
	to

	te
en
ag
e,
	u
nw

ed
,	a
nd

	lo
w
er
	e
du

ca
te
d	
m
ot
he
rs

•	
		S
N
AP

	u
sa
ge

•	
		W

IC
	e
lig
ib
ili
ty
	ra
te
s

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n’s
	M

ed
ic
al
	S
er
vi
ce
s	u

sa
ge

•	
		L
ow

	e
du

ca
tio

n	
le
ve
ls	
(H

ig
h	
Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
	g
ra
du

at
e	
or
	

be
lo

w
)

•	
		S
m
ok
in
g,
	in

ac
tiv
ity
,	o
be
sit
y,	
re
sp
ira
to
ry
	is
su
es
,	d

ia
be
te
s	

ho
sp
ita
liz
at
io
ns

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t s

im
ila

r 
to

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
ri

da
: 

•	
		U
ni
ns
ur
ed

•	
		U
ne
m
pl
oy
m
en
t	

•	
		H

ig
h	
sc
ho

ol
	d
ro
po
ut

•	
		B
irt
hs
	w
ith

ou
t	a
de
qu

at
e	
pr
en
at
al
	c
ar
e

•	
		L
ac
k	
of
	b
as
ic
	li
te
ra
cy
	sk

ill
s

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
is 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   P

er
ce

nt
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

in
g 

in
 V

PK
 is

 m
uc

h 
lo

w
er

 
th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   H

ea
d 

St
ar

t p
ar

en
ts 

se
rv

ed
 b

y 
C

ap
ita

l a
re

a 
re

po
rt

 
ne

ed
in

g 
in

cr
ea

se
d 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
se

rv
ic

es
 a

nd
 

yo
ut

h 
ce

nt
er

s

►
   H

ig
he

r r
at

e 
of

 o
w

ne
r o

cc
up

ie
d 

ho
m

es
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   C

rim
e 

ra
te

s h
av

e 
de

cl
in

ed
 o

ve
ra

ll 
an

d 
fo

r a
rr

es
ts 

an
d 

vi
ol

en
t a

nd
 n

on
-v

io
le

nt
 o

ffe
nc

es

►
   H

ea
d 

St
ar

t P
ar

en
ts 

se
rv

ed
 b

y 
C

ap
ita

l A
re

a 
re

po
rt

 
hi

gh
 sa

tis
fa

ct
io

n 
ra

te
s w

ith
 H

ea
d 

St
ar

t s
er

vi
ce

s a
nd

 
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

►
   S

ch
oo

l R
ea

di
ne

ss
 ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

an
d 

sim
ila

r t
o 

Fl
or

id
a

►
   C

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
co

sts
 a

re
 lo

w
er

 o
r c

om
pa

ra
bl

e 
to

 o
th

er
 

co
un

tie
s

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	N

ot
	sp

ea
ki
ng
	E
ng
lis
h	
w
el
l

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	fo

ste
r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	R
ec
ei
pt
	o
f	m

en
ta
l	h

ea
lth

	se
rv
ic
es

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
	d
ea
th
s

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		2
1	
EC

E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s,	
3	
ha
ve
	G
ol
d	
Se
al
,	1

	p
ro
vi
de
s	H

ea
d	

St
ar

t s
er

vi
ce

s

•	
		F
ou
r	e
le
m
en
ta
ry
/s
ec
on

da
ry
	p
ub

lic
	sc
ho

ol
s

•	
		Je
ffe
rs
on

	C
ou
nt
y	
Ad

ul
t	E

du
ca
tio

n	
C
en
te
r

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	th

e	
Bi
g	
Be
nd

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

•	
		Je
ffe
rs
on

	C
ou
nt
y	
Ec
on

om
ic
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	C

ou
nc
il

•	
		N

or
th
	F
lo
rid

a	
W
or
kf
or
ce
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	B

oa
rd

•	
		Je
ffe
rs
on

	C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	C
en
te
r,	
In
c.

JEFFERSON

6



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

Le
on

 C
ou

nt
y 

en
co

m
pa

ss
es

 7
02

 sq
ua

re
 m

ile
s i

n 
ar
ea
,	o
f	w

hi
ch
	6
67
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	l
an
d	
an
d	
35
	

sq
ua

re
 m

ile
s o

f w
at

er
. L

oc
at

ed
 w

ith
in

 F
lo

rid
a’s

 
no

rt
hw

es
t r

eg
io

n,
 in

 th
e 

pa
nh

an
dl

e,
 L

eo
n 

C
ou

nt
y 

is 
ho

m
e 

to
 F

lo
rid

a’s
 c

ap
ita

l, 
Ta

lla
ha

ss
ee

, 
w
hi
ch
	w
as
	e
sta

bl
ish

ed
	in

	1
82
4.
	L
eo
n	
C
ou
nt
y	

is 
on

e 
of

 e
ig

ht
 c

ou
nt

ie
s i

n 
N

or
th

 F
lo

rid
a 

th
at

 
m

ak
e 

up
 th

e 
Bi

g 
Be

nd
 a

re
a.

  W
ak

ul
la

 C
ou

nt
y 

lie
s t

o 
th

e 
so

ut
h,

 L
eo

n 
C

ou
nt

y 
to

 th
e 

ea
st,

 
an

d 
G

ad
sd

en
 C

ou
nt

y 
an

d 
Li

be
rt

y 
C

ou
nt

y 
to

 
th

e 
w

es
t. 

Th
e 

ci
ty

 o
f T

al
la

ha
ss

ee
 is

 th
e 

on
ly

 
in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 m

un
ic

ip
al

ity
 in

 th
e 

co
un

ty
 a

nd
 is

 
al

so
 th

e 
la

rg
es

t c
ity

 in
 F

lo
rid

a’s
 p

an
ha

nd
le

.

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	2
76
,5
06
	

•	
	R
ac
e:
	6
4%

	W
hi
te
,	3
1%

	B
la
ck
,	5
%
	O

th
er

•	
	Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	5
%

•	
	O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
4%

•	
	A
du

lts
:	7
2%

•	
	O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	9
%
		

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on
:

•	
	O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y	

•	
		P
ov
er
ty
	ra
te
	fo

r	y
ou
ng
	c
hi
ld
re
n	

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n	
3	
to
	5
	y
ea
rs
	w
ith

	d
isa
bi
lit
ie
s	r
ec
ei
vi
ng
	p
re
-K
	

se
rv

ic
es

•	
		In

ju
rie
s	a
nd

	d
ea
th
s	d

ue
	to

	m
ot
or
	v
eh
ic
le
	c
ra
sh
es

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t 

si
m

ila
r 

to
 o

r 
lo

w
er

 th
an

 F
lo

ri
da

: 

•	
		B
irt
hs
	to

	u
nw

ed
	m

ot
he
rs

•	
		S
N
AP

	u
sa
ge

•	
		U
ne
m
pl
oy
m
en
t	

•	
		C
hi
ld
	e
lig
ib
ili
ty
	fo

r	f
re
e/
re
du

ce
d	
lu
nc
h

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
sli

gh
tly

 lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
			L

ow
er
	ra
te
s	o

f	r
ec
ei
vi
ng
	W

IC
	o
r	f
oo
d	
sta

m
ps
	re
la
tiv
e	

to
 F

lo
rid

a 

►
   C

os
t o

f c
hi

ld
 c

ar
e 

is 
hi

gh
 b

ut
 si

m
ila

r t
o 

Al
ac

hu
a 

C
ou

nt
y

►
   A

re
as

 o
f L

eo
n 

C
ou

nt
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

hi
gh

es
t r

at
es

 o
f l

ow
 

in
co

m
e,

 u
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t, 

an
d 

lo
w

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
in

cl
ud

e:

	
•	
		U
ne
m
pl
oy
m
en
t:	
	3
23
01
,	3
23
04
,	3
23
05
,		

32
31
0	
	

	
•	
		9
th
	g
ra
de
	e
du

ca
tio

n	
or
	le
ss
:	3
23
04
,	3
23
05
,	

32
31
0

	
•	
	N

ee
di
ng
	c
as
h	
as
sis
ta
nc
e:
	3
23
05
,	3
23
10
	

►
   H

ig
he

r e
du

ca
tio

n 
le

ve
ls 

re
la

tiv
e 

to
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   L

ow
er

 te
en

ag
e 

bi
rt

h 
ra

te
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a 

►
			H

ig
h	
ra
te
s	o

f	f
ul
ly
	im

m
un

ize
d	
	K
in
de
rg
ar
te
ne
rs

►
   H

ea
d 

St
ar

t P
ar

en
ts 

se
rv

ed
 b

y 
C

ap
ita

l A
re

a 
re

po
rt

 h
ig

h 
sa

tis
fa

ct
io

n 
ra

te
s w

ith
 H

ea
d 

St
ar

t s
er

vi
ce

s a
nd

 p
ro

gr
am

m
in

g 

►
   U

ni
ns

ur
ed

 ra
te

s m
uc

h 
lo

w
er

 th
an

 F
lo

rid
a

►
   C

rim
e 

ra
te

s a
nd

 a
rr

es
ts 

ha
ve

 d
ec

lin
ed

 o
ve

ra
ll

►
   M

os
t h

ea
lth

 o
ut

co
m

es
 fa

ir 
be

tte
r t

ha
n 

Fl
or

id
a

►
   G

en
er

al
ly

 g
re

at
er

 a
cc

es
s t

o 
he

al
th

 c
ar

e 
an

d 
hi

gh
 q

ua
lit

y 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

 

►
   L

ow
 ra

te
s o

f n
ot

 sp
ea

ki
ng

 E
ng

lis
h 

w
el

l

►
   L

ow
 ra

te
s o

f c
hi

ld
re

n 
in

 fo
ste

r c
ar

e

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		2
14
	E
C
E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s,	
60
	h
av
e	
G
ol
d	
Se
al
,	6
	H

S	
an
d	
4	
EH

S	
pr

og
ra

m
s 

•	
		4
8	
el
em

en
ta
ry
/s
ec
on

da
ry
	p
ub

lic
	sc
ho

ol
s;	
sp
ec
ia
l	a
nd

	a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

sc
ho

ol
s;	
G
re
tc
he
n	
Ev
er
ha
rt
	S
ch
oo
l	f
or
	m

en
ta
lly
	h
an
di
ca
pp

ed

•	
		L
eo
n	
Sc
ho

ol
s	A

du
lt	
C
om

m
un

ity
	E
du

ca
tio

n

•	
		2
1s
t	C

C
LC

	p
ro
gr
am

	si
te
s

•	
		M

ul
tip

le
	c
ol
le
ge
s	a
nd

	u
ni
ve
rs
iti
es
	in

cl
ud

in
g	
a	
St
at
e	

un
iv

er
sit

y 
sy

ste
m

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		H

om
e	
to
	S
ta
te
	A
ge
nc
y	
O
ffi
ce
s

•	
		T
w
o	
la
rg
e	
H
os
pi
ta
ls	
(i.
e.
,	L

ev
el
	II
	T
ra
um

a,
	L
ev
el
	II
I	N

eo
na

ta
l 

In
te
ns
iv
e	
C
ar
e	
U
ni
t)	

•	
		W

ho
le
	C
hi
ld
	L
eo
n

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	th

e	
Bi
g	
Be
nd

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

•	
		S
ec
on

d	
H
ar
ve
st	
Fo
od
	B
an
k

•	
		N

or
th
	F
lo
rid

a	
W
or
kf
or
ce
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	B

oa
rd
,	W

or
kf

or
ce

 P
lu

s

•	
		L
eo
n	
C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	O

ut
re
ac
h,
	E
ld
er
	C
ar
e	
Se
rv
ic
es
,	T

al
la

ha
ss

ee
 

Se
ni

or
 C

en
te

r

LEON

7



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

C
al
ho

un
	C
ou
nt
y	
en
co
m
pa
ss
es
	5
74
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
n	
ar
ea
,	

of
	w
hi
ch
	5
67
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	l
an
d	
an
d	
7	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	o

f	
w

at
er

. L
oc

at
ed

 w
ith

in
 F

lo
rid

a’s
 n

or
th

w
es

t r
eg

io
n,

 in
 th

e 
pa

nh
an

dl
e.

 C
ou

nt
y 

se
at

 is
 B

lo
un

tst
ow

n.
 O

ne
 o

f e
ig

ht
 

co
un

tie
s i

n 
N

or
th

 F
lo

rid
a 

th
at

 m
ak

e 
up

 th
e 

Bi
g 

Be
nd

 a
re

a.
  

G
ul

f C
ou

nt
y 

lie
s t

o 
th

e 
so

ut
h,

 L
ib

er
ty

 C
ou

nt
y 

to
 th

e 
ea

st,
 

G
ad

sd
en

 C
ou

nt
y 

to
 th

e 
no

rt
he

as
t, 

Ja
ck

so
n 

C
ou

nt
y 

to
 th

e 
no

rt
h,

 a
nd

 B
ay

 C
ou

nt
y 

to
 th

e 
w

es
t. 

Al
th

a 
an

d 
Bl

ou
nt

sto
w

n 
ar

e 
th

e 
on

ly
 in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 m

un
ic

ip
al

iti
es

 in
 th

e 
co

un
ty

. 

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	1
4,
63
9

•	
		R
ac
e:
	8
2%

	W
hi
te
,	1
6%

	B
la
ck
,	3
%
	O

th
er

•	
		Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	6
%

•	
		O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
6%

•	
		A
du

lts
:	6
3%

•	
		O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1
5%

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on
:

•	
	O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y	

•	
		P
ov
er
ty
	ra
te
	fo

r	y
ou
ng
	c
hi
ld
re
n	
an
d	
sc
ho

ol
-a
ge
	c
hi
ld
re
n

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	sc
ho

ol
	re
ad
in
es
s	p

ro
gr
am

s	e
lig
ib
le
	fo

r	f
re
e/

re
du

ce
d 

lu
nc

h

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n	
3	
to
	5
	y
ea
rs
	w
ith

	d
isa
bi
lit
ie
s	r
ec
ei
vi
ng
	p
re
-K
	

se
rv

ic
es

•	
		B
irt
hs
	to

	te
en
ag
e,
	u
nw

ed
,	a
nd

	lo
w
er
	e
du

ca
te
d	
m
ot
he
rs
.

•	
		U
ne
m
pl
oy
m
en
t	

•	
		S
N
AP

	u
sa
ge

•	
		W

IC
	e
lig
ib
ili
ty
	ra
te
s

•	
		L
ow

	e
du

ca
tio

n	
le
ve
ls	
(H

ig
h	
Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
	g
ra
du

at
e	
or
	

be
lo

w
)

•	
		B
ei
ng
	in

	p
oo
r	o

r	f
ai
r	h

ea
lth

,	a
du

lt	
sm

ok
in
g,
	in

ac
tiv
ity
,	

an
d 

ob
es

ity

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t s

im
ila

r 
to

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
ri

da
: 

•	
		U
ni
ns
ur
ed

•	
		H

ig
h	
sc
ho

ol
	d
ro
po
ut

•	
		B
irt
hs
	w
ith

ou
t	a
de
qu

at
e	
pr
en
at
al
	c
ar
e

•	
		L
ac
k	
of
	b
as
ic
	li
te
ra
cy
	sk

ill
s

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
is 

m
uc

h 
lo

w
er

 th
an

 F
lo

rid
a

►
   H

ig
he

r r
at

e 
of

 o
w

ne
r o

cc
up

ie
d 

ho
m

es
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   C

rim
e 

ra
te

s h
av

e 
de

cl
in

ed
 fo

r a
rr

es
ts 

an
d 

do
m

es
tic

 
vi

ol
en

ce
  

►
   C

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
co

sts
 lo

w
er

 o
r c

om
pa

ra
bl

e 
to

 o
th

er
 c

ou
nt

ie
s

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	N

ot
	sp

ea
ki
ng
	E
ng
lis
h	
w
el
l

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	fo

ste
r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	M

aj
or
	in

ju
rie
s

	
•	
	M

aj
or
	m

ed
ic
al
	c
on

di
tio

ns

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
	d
ea
th
s

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		6
	E
C
E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s:	
3	
ha
ve
	G
ol
d	
Se
al
	st
at
us
,	1
	p
ro
vi
de
s	H

S	
an

d 
EH

S 
se

rv
ic

es

•	
		5
	p
ub

lic
	e
le
m
en
ta
ry
	o
r	s
ec
on

da
ry
	sc
ho

ol
s	a
nd

	1
	a
du

lt	
sc

ho
ol

 

•	
		C
ar
ee
r	T

ec
hn

ic
al
	C
en
te
r	

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		C
al
ho

un
	C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	A
ss
oc
ia
tio

n,
	In

c

•	
		G

ul
f C

oa
st

 C
hi

ld
re

n’
s A

dv
oc

ac
y 

C
en

te
r

•	
		C
hi
po
la
	R
eg
io
na
l	W

or
kf
or
ce
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	B

oa
rd

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	N

W
	F
lo
rid

a	

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

CALHOUN

8



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

G
ad

sd
en

 C
ou

nt
y 

en
co

m
pa

ss
es

 5
28

 sq
ua

re
 m

ile
s i

n 
ar

ea
, o

f 
w
hi
ch
	5
16
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	a
re
	la
nd

	a
nd

	1
2	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	a
re
	

w
at

er
. L

oc
at

ed
 w

ith
in

 F
lo

rid
a’s

 n
or

th
w

es
t r

eg
io

n,
 in

 th
e 

pa
nh

an
dl

e,
 G

ad
sd

en
 C

ou
nt

y 
is 

on
e 

of
 e

ig
ht

 c
ou

nt
ie

s t
ha

t 
m

ak
e 

up
 th

e 
Bi

g 
Be

nd
 a

re
a 

an
d 

is 
su

rr
ou

nd
ed

 b
y 

Ja
ck

so
n,

 
C

al
ho

un
, L

ib
er

ty
, a

nd
 L

eo
n 

C
ou

nt
ie

s i
n 

Fl
or

id
a.

 T
o 

th
e 

no
rt

h,
 G

ad
sd

en
 C

ou
nt

y 
sh

ar
es

 a
 b

or
de

r w
ith

 th
e 

G
eo

rg
ia

 
co
un

tie
s	o

f	D
ec
at
ur
,	S
em

in
ol
e,
	a
nd

	G
ra
dy
.		
Its
	c
ou
nt
y	
se
at
	

is 
Q

ui
nc

y, 
Fl

or
id

a.

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	4
6,
82
3

•	
		R
ac
e:
	3
9%

	W
hi
te
,	5
8%

	B
la
ck
,	3
%
	O

th
er

•	
		Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	7
%

•	
		O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
7%

•	
		A
du

lts
:	6
3%

•	
		O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1
3%

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on
:

•	
		O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y*
	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
liv
in
g	
in
	p
ov
er
ty
*

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n 

el
ig

ib
le

 fo
r f

re
e/

re
du

ce
d 

lu
nc

h 
in

 sc
ho

ol
 

re
ad

in
es

s p
ro

gr
am

s a
nd

 K
in

de
rg

ar
te

n

•	
		C
hi
ld
re
n	

3 
to

 5
 y

ea
rs

 w
ith

 d
isa

bi
lit

ie
s r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 p
re

-K
 

se
rv

ic
es

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 te

en
ag

e,
 u

nw
ed

, a
nd

 lo
w

er
 e

du
ca

te
d 

m
ot

he
rs

•	
		B

irt
hs

 c
ov

er
ed

 b
y 

em
er

ge
nc

y 
M

ed
ic

ai
d

•	
		U

ne
m

pl
oy

m
en

t 

•	
		F

oo
d 

St
am

p 
re

ci
pi

en
ts

•	
		S

N
AP

 re
ci

pi
en

ts 

•	
		W

IC
	e
lig
ib
ili
ty
	ra
te
s	(
bu

t	l
ow

er
	re
ci
pi
en
t	r
at
es
)

•	
		In

di
vi
du

al
s	w

ith
	d
isa
bi
lit
ie
s

•	
		L
ac
k	
of
	b
as
ic
	li
te
ra
cy
	sk

ill
s*

•	
		L

ow
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

le
ve

ls 
(H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
 g

ra
du

at
e 

or
 

be
lo

w
)

•	
		D

ro
po

ut
 ra

te
s

•	
		C

rim
e 

ra
te

s, 
ar

re
sts

, d
om

es
tic

 v
io

le
nc

e,
 n

on
-v

io
le

nt
 

off
en

ce
s

•	
		B

ei
ng

 in
 p

oo
r o

r f
ai

r h
ea

lth
, i

na
ct

iv
ity

, a
nd

 o
be

sit
y

►
   R

at
es

 o
f b

irt
hs

 w
ith

 a
de

qu
at

e 
pr

en
at

al
 c

ar
e 

ar
e 

lo
w

er
 

th
an

 F
lo

rid
a 

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
lo

w
er

 th
an

 F
lo

rid
a

►
   L

ow
er

 ra
te

s o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

re
ad

y 
fo

r k
in

de
rg

ar
te

n 
th

an
 

Fl
or

id
a.

 

►
   H

ig
h 

ra
te

 o
f E

C
E 

pr
og

ra
m

s n
ot

 G
ol

d 
Se

al
 a

pp
ro

ve
d 

an
d 

no
 H

S/
EH

S

►
   H

ig
h	
Im

m
un

iza
tio

n	
ra
te
s	a
t	k

in
de
rg
ar
te
n	

►
   V

io
le

nt
 c

rim
in

al
 o

ffe
nc

es
 d

ec
re

as
ed

  

►
   C

hi
ld

 c
ar

e 
co

sts
 lo

w
er

 th
an

 o
th

er
 c

ou
nt

ie
s

►
   R

at
e 

of
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
in

g 
in

 V
PK

 h
ig

he
r t

ha
n 

th
e 

St
at

e 

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	fo

ste
r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
	d
ea
th
s

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		3
3	
EC

E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s:	
3	
ha
ve
	G
ol
d	
Se
al
	st
at
us

•	
		1
6	
pu

bl
ic
	e
le
m
en
ta
ry
	o
r	s
ec
on

da
ry
	sc
ho

ol
s	a
nd

	1
	

te
ch

ni
ca

l i
ns

tit
ut

e

•	
		2
1s
t	C

C
LC

	P
ro
gr
am

	si
te
s

•	
		G
ad
sd
en
	C
ou
nt
y	
Ad

ul
t	a
nd

	C
om

m
un

ity
	E
du

ca
tio

n	
C

en
te

r

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	th

e	
Bi
g	
Be
nd

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

•	
		G
ad
sd
en
	C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
en
te
r

•	
		W

or
kf
or
ce
	P
lu
s	

GADSDEN

9



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

G
ul

f C
ou

nt
y 

is 
a 

co
un

ty
 lo

ca
te

d 
in

 th
e 

pa
nh

an
dl

e 
of

 
th
e	
U
.S
.	s
ta
te
	o
f	F

lo
rid

a.
	Th

e	
po
pu

la
tio

n	
in
cr
ea
se
d	
16

%
	

be
tw
ee
n	
20

00
	a
nd

	2
01

0.
	It
s	c
ou
nt
y	
se
at
	is
	P
or
t	S

t.	
Jo
e.
	Th

e	
co
un

ty
	h
as
	a
	to

ta
l	a
re
a	
of
	7
44

.5
9	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s,	
of
	w
hi
ch
	

55
4.
60

	sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	l
an
d	
an
d	
19

0.
00

	sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	

w
at

er
. Th

e 
St

. V
in

ce
nt

 N
at

io
na

l W
ild

lif
e 

Re
fu

ge
 is

 p
ar

t 
of

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 N

at
io

na
l W

ild
lif

e 
Re

fu
ge

 S
ys

te
m

, 
lo

ca
te

d 
in

 n
or

th
w

es
te

rn
 F

lo
rid

a,
 o

n 
th

e 
ba

rr
ie

r i
sla

nd
 o

f S
t. 

V
in

ce
nt

, o
ff 

th
e 

co
as

t o
f A

pa
la

ch
ic

ol
a.

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	1
5,
79

6

•	
		R
ac
e:
	7
9%

	W
hi
te
,	1

9%
	B
la
ck
,	2

%
	O

th
er

•	
		Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	4
%

•	
		O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
3%

•	
		A
du

lts
:	6

7%

•	
		O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1

7%

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on
:

•	
		O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y	

•	
		P

ov
er

ty
 ra

te
 fo

r y
ou

ng
 a

nd
 sc

ho
ol

-a
ge

 c
hi

ld
re

n 

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n 

3 
to

 5
 y

ea
rs

 w
ith

 d
isa

bi
lit

ie
s r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 p
re

-K
 

se
rv

ic
es

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 te

en
ag

e,
 u

nw
ed

 a
nd

 sm
ok

in
g 

m
ot

he
rs

•	
		S

N
AP

 u
sa

ge

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n’s

 M
ed

ic
al

 S
er

vi
ce

s u
sa

ge

•	
		L

ow
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

le
ve

ls 
(H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
 g

ra
du

at
e 

or
 

be
lo

w
)

•	
		S

m
ok

in
g,

 in
ac

tiv
ity

, a
nd

 o
be

sit
y

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t s

im
ila

r 
to

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
ri

da
: 

•	
		U

ni
ns

ur
ed

•	
		U

ne
m

pl
oy

m
en

t

•	
		K

in
de

rg
ar

te
n 

an
d 

Sc
ho

ol
 R

ea
di

ne
ss

 p
ro

gr
am

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
el

ig
ib

le
 fo

r f
re

e/
re

du
ce

d 
lu

nc
h

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 lo

w
 e

du
ca

te
d 

m
ot

he
rs

•	
		B

irt
hs

 w
ith

ou
t a

de
qu

at
e 

pr
en

at
al

 c
ar

e

•	
		L

ac
k 

of
 b

as
ic

 li
te

ra
cy

 sk
ill

s

 ►
   C

rim
e 

ra
te

s, 
ar

re
sts

, v
io

le
nt

 a
nd

 n
on

-v
io

le
nt

 o
ffe

nc
es

 
ha

ve
 in

cr
ea

se
d

►
   L

ow
er

 h
ea

lth
 sc

re
en

in
g 

ra
te

s t
ha

n 
Fl

or
id

a

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
is 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   F

oo
d 

sta
m

p 
re

ci
pi

en
t r

at
e 

is 
lo

w
er

 b
ut

 p
ov

er
ty

 ra
te

 is
 

hi
gh

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   L

ow
er

 ra
te

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
in

g 
in

 V
PK

 a
nd

 S
ch

oo
l 

Re
ad

in
es

s p
ro

gr
am

s b
ut

 h
ig

he
r r

at
e 

of
 y

ou
ng

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
in

  p
ov

er
ty

 th
an

 F
lo

rid
a

►
   H

ig
h	
Im

m
un

iza
tio

n	
ra
te
s	a
t	k

in
de
rg
ar
te
n	

►
   H

ig
he

r r
at

e 
of

 o
w

ne
r o

cc
up

ie
d 

ho
m

es
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   H

ig
he

r K
in

de
rg

ar
te

n 
re

ad
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

 re
ad

in
es

s r
at

es
 th

an
 

Fl
or

id
a

►
   L

ow
 ra

te
 o

f n
ot

 sp
ea

ki
ng

 E
ng

lis
h 

w
el

l

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	fo

ste
r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	C
hi
ld
	a
nd

	in
fa
nt
	d
ea
th
	ra
te
s

	
•	
	In

di
vi
du

al
s	w

ith
	d
isa
bi
lit
ie
s	

	
•	
	C
hi
ld
	b
irt
h	
de
fe
ct
s	a
nd

	h
os
pi
ta
liz
at
io
ns

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		8
	E
C
E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s,	
1	
pr
ov
id
es
	H

S	
an
d	
EH

S	
se
rv
ic
es

•	
		F
ou
r	e
le
m
en
ta
ry
/s
ec
on

da
ry
	p
ub

lic
	sc
ho

ol
s

•	
		G
ul
f	C

ou
nt
y	
Ad

ul
t	S

ch
oo
l

•	
		2
1s
t	C

C
LC

	p
ro
gr
am

	si
te
s	

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	N

W
	F
lo
rid

a

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

•	
		G
ul
f	C

ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	A
ss
oc
ia
tio

n,
	In

c.
,	G

ul
f	

C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	a
nd

	C
om

m
un

ity
	C
en
te
r

•	
		C
hi
po
la
	R
eg
io
na
l	W

or
kf
or
ce
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	B

oa
rd

GULF

10



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

G
ul

f C
ou

nt
y 

is 
a 

co
un

ty
 lo

ca
te

d 
in

 th
e 

pa
nh

an
dl

e 
of

 
th
e	
U
.S
.	s
ta
te
	o
f	F

lo
rid

a.
	Th

e	
po
pu

la
tio

n	
in
cr
ea
se
d	
16

%
	

be
tw
ee
n	
20

00
	a
nd

	2
01

0.
	It
s	c
ou
nt
y	
se
at
	is
	P
or
t	S

t.	
Jo
e.
	Th

e	
co
un

ty
	h
as
	a
	to

ta
l	a
re
a	
of
	7
44

.5
9	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s,	
of
	w
hi
ch
	

55
4.
60

	sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	l
an
d	
an
d	
19

0.
00

	sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	

w
at

er
. Th

e 
St

. V
in

ce
nt

 N
at

io
na

l W
ild

lif
e 

Re
fu

ge
 is

 p
ar

t 
of

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 N

at
io

na
l W

ild
lif

e 
Re

fu
ge

 S
ys

te
m

, 
lo

ca
te

d 
in

 n
or

th
w

es
te

rn
 F

lo
rid

a,
 o

n 
th

e 
ba

rr
ie

r i
sla

nd
 o

f S
t. 

V
in

ce
nt

, o
ff 

th
e 

co
as

t o
f A

pa
la

ch
ic

ol
a.

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	1
5,
79

6

•	
		R
ac
e:
	7
9%

	W
hi
te
,	1

9%
	B
la
ck
,	2

%
	O

th
er

•	
		Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	4
%

•	
		O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
3%

•	
		A
du

lts
:	6

7%

•	
		O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1

7%

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on
:

•	
		O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y	

•	
		P

ov
er

ty
 ra

te
 fo

r y
ou

ng
 a

nd
 sc

ho
ol

-a
ge

 c
hi

ld
re

n 

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n 

3 
to

 5
 y

ea
rs

 w
ith

 d
isa

bi
lit

ie
s r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 p
re

-K
 

se
rv

ic
es

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 te

en
ag

e,
 u

nw
ed

 a
nd

 sm
ok

in
g 

m
ot

he
rs

•	
		S

N
AP

 u
sa

ge

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n’s

 M
ed

ic
al

 S
er

vi
ce

s u
sa

ge

•	
		L

ow
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

le
ve

ls 
(H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
 g

ra
du

at
e 

or
 

be
lo

w
)

•	
		S

m
ok

in
g,

 in
ac

tiv
ity

, a
nd

 o
be

sit
y

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t s

im
ila

r 
to

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
ri

da
: 

•	
		U

ni
ns

ur
ed

•	
		U

ne
m

pl
oy

m
en

t

•	
		K

in
de

rg
ar

te
n 

an
d 

Sc
ho

ol
 R

ea
di

ne
ss

 p
ro

gr
am

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
el

ig
ib

le
 fo

r f
re

e/
re

du
ce

d 
lu

nc
h

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 lo

w
 e

du
ca

te
d 

m
ot

he
rs

•	
		B

irt
hs

 w
ith

ou
t a

de
qu

at
e 

pr
en

at
al

 c
ar

e

•	
		L

ac
k 

of
 b

as
ic

 li
te

ra
cy

 sk
ill

s

 ►
   C

rim
e 

ra
te

s, 
ar

re
sts

, v
io

le
nt

 a
nd

 n
on

-v
io

le
nt

 o
ffe

nc
es

 
ha

ve
 in

cr
ea

se
d

►
   L

ow
er

 h
ea

lth
 sc

re
en

in
g 

ra
te

s t
ha

n 
Fl

or
id

a

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
is 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   F

oo
d 

sta
m

p 
re

ci
pi

en
t r

at
e 

is 
lo

w
er

 b
ut

 p
ov

er
ty

 ra
te

 is
 

hi
gh

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   L

ow
er

 ra
te

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
in

g 
in

 V
PK

 a
nd

 S
ch

oo
l 

Re
ad

in
es

s p
ro

gr
am

s b
ut

 h
ig

he
r r

at
e 

of
 y

ou
ng

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
in

  p
ov

er
ty

 th
an

 F
lo

rid
a

►
   H

ig
h	
Im

m
un

iza
tio

n	
ra
te
s	a
t	k

in
de
rg
ar
te
n	

►
   H

ig
he

r r
at

e 
of

 o
w

ne
r o

cc
up

ie
d 

ho
m

es
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   H

ig
he

r K
in

de
rg

ar
te

n 
re

ad
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

 re
ad

in
es

s r
at

es
 th

an
 

Fl
or

id
a

►
   L

ow
 ra

te
 o

f n
ot

 sp
ea

ki
ng

 E
ng

lis
h 

w
el

l

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	fo

ste
r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	C
hi
ld
	a
nd

	in
fa
nt
	d
ea
th
	ra
te
s

	
•	
	In

di
vi
du

al
s	w

ith
	d
isa
bi
lit
ie
s	

	
•	
	C
hi
ld
	b
irt
h	
de
fe
ct
s	a
nd

	h
os
pi
ta
liz
at
io
ns

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		8
	E
C
E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s,	
1	
pr
ov
id
es
	H

S	
an
d	
EH

S	
se
rv
ic
es

•	
		F
ou
r	e
le
m
en
ta
ry
/s
ec
on

da
ry
	p
ub

lic
	sc
ho

ol
s

•	
		G
ul
f	C

ou
nt
y	
Ad

ul
t	S

ch
oo
l

•	
		2
1s
t	C

C
LC

	p
ro
gr
am

	si
te
s	

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	N

W
	F
lo
rid

a

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

•	
		G
ul
f	C

ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	A
ss
oc
ia
tio

n,
	In

c.
,	G

ul
f	

C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	a
nd

	C
om

m
un

ity
	C
en
te
r

•	
		C
hi
po
la
	R
eg
io
na
l	W

or
kf
or
ce
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	B

oa
rd

C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

Li
be

rt
y 

C
ou

nt
y 

is 
th

e 
le

as
t p

op
ul

ou
s a

nd
 le

as
t-d

en
se

ly
 

po
pu

la
te

d 
of

 a
ll 

of
 F

lo
rid

a’s
 c

ou
nt

ie
s. 

 Th
e 

m
os

t p
op

ul
ou

s 
in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 a

re
a 

an
d 

th
e 

co
un

ty
 se

at
 is

 B
ris

to
l. 

Ap
al

ac
hi

co
la

 N
at

io
na

l F
or

es
t o

cc
up

ie
s h

al
f t

he
 c

ou
nt

y. 
 Th

e 
co
un

ty
	h
as
	a
	to

ta
l	a
re
a	
of
	8
43

.1
6	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s,	
of
	w
hi
ch
	

83
5.
87
	sq

ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	l
an
d	
an
d	
7.
29

	sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	w

at
er
.	

Th
e 

co
un

ty
 is

 b
or

de
re

d 
on

 th
e 

w
es

t b
y 

th
e 

Ap
al

ac
hi

co
la

 
R

iv
er

.

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
 8

,3
00

•	
		R
ac
e:
	7
8%

	W
hi
te
,	1
6%

	B
la
ck
,	6
%
	O

th
er

•	
		Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	5
%

•	
		O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
3%

•	
		A
du

lts
:	7
2%

•	
		O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1
0%

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 

Fl
or

id
a 

on
:

•	
		O

ve
ra
ll	
Po
ve
rt
y	

•	
		P
ov
er
ty
	ra
te
	fo

r	y
ou
ng
	c
hi
ld
re
n	
an
d	
se
ni
or
s

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n 

in
 k

in
de

rg
ar

te
n 

an
d 

sc
ho

ol
 re

ad
in

es
s p

ro
gr

am
s 

el
ig

ib
le

 fo
r f

re
e/

re
du

ce
d 

lu
nc

h

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n 

3 
to

 5
 y

ea
rs

 w
ith

 d
isa

bi
lit

ie
s r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 p
re

-K
 

se
rv

ic
es

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 te

en
ag

e 
an

d 
un

w
ed

 m
ot

he
rs

•	
		S

N
AP

 u
sa

ge

•	
		W

IC
	e
lig
ib
ili
ty
	ra
te
s	(
bu

t	s
er
ve
d	
ra
te
s	m

uc
h	
lo
w
er
)

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n’s

 M
ed

ic
al

 S
er

vi
ce

s u
sa

ge

•	
		L

ow
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

le
ve

ls 
(H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
 g

ra
du

at
e 

or
 

be
lo

w
)

•	
		P

oo
r o

r f
ai

r h
ea

lth
, s

m
ok

in
g,

 in
ac

tiv
ity

, o
be

sit
y

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t s

im
ila

r 
to

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
ri

da
:

•	
		U

ni
ns

ur
ed

•	
		U

ne
m

pl
oy

m
en

t 

•	
		B

irt
hs

 w
ith

ou
t a

de
qu

at
e 

pr
en

at
al

 c
ar

e

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 lo

w
 e

du
ca

te
d 

m
ot

he
rs

•	
		L

ac
k 

of
 b

as
ic

 li
te

ra
cy

 sk
ill

s

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
is 

lo
w

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   M

or
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

in
 F

os
te

r c
ar

e 
th

an
 m

os
t o

th
er

 se
rv

ed
 

co
un

tie
s 

►
   F

oo
d 

sta
m

p 
re

ci
pi

en
t r

at
e 

is 
lo

w
er

 b
ut

 p
ov

er
ty

 ra
te

 is
 

hi
gh

er
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   L

ow
er

 h
ea

lth
 sc

re
en

in
g 

ra
te

s t
ha

n 
Fl

or
id

a

►
   O

ve
ra

ll 
cr

im
e 

an
d 

vi
ol

en
t, 

no
n-

vi
ol

en
t, 

an
d 

to
ta

l 
off

en
se

s i
nc

re
as

ed

►
			H

ig
h	
Im

m
un

iza
tio

n	
ra
te
s	a
t	k

in
de
rg
ar
te
n	

►
   H

ig
he

r r
at

e 
of

 o
w

ne
r o

cc
up

ie
d 

ho
m

es
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   Th

ou
gh

 c
rim

e 
ra

te
s h

av
e 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
ov

er
al

l, 
to

ta
l a

rr
es

ts 
ha

ve
 d

ec
re

as
ed

►
   K

in
de

rg
ar

te
n 

re
ad

in
g 

sc
ho

ol
 re

ad
in

es
s r

at
es

 a
re

 h
ig

h 
an

d 
sim

ila
r t

o 
Fl

or
id

a

►
   L

ow
 ra

te
 o

f n
ot

 sp
ea

ki
ng

 E
ng

lis
h 

w
el

l

►
   R

at
es

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
in

g 
in

 S
ch

oo
l R

ea
di

ne
ss

 
pr

og
ra

m
s a

nd
 V

PK
 is

 h
ig

he
r t

ha
n 

Fl
or

id
a 

to
 h

el
p 

m
ee

t 
th

e 
hi

gh
er

 y
ou

ng
 c

hi
ld

 p
ov

er
ty

 ra
te

 in
 L

ib
er

ty

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	i
n	
fo
ste

r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
	d
ea
th
s

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		2
	E
C
E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s,	
1	
w
ith

	G
ol
d	
Se
al
	st
at
us
,	1

	p
ro
vi
de
s	H

S	
an

d 
EH

S 
se

rv
ic

es

•	
		Th

re
e 

el
em

en
ta

ry
/s

ec
on

da
ry

 p
ub

lic
 sc

ho
ol

s  
an

d 
on

e 
m

ag
ne

t s
ch

oo
l

•	
		L

ib
er

ty
 C

ou
nt

y 
Ad

ul
t S

ch
oo

l

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		E
ar
ly
	L
ea
rn
in
g	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
of
	th

e	
Bi
g	
Be
nd

•	
		H

ea
lth

	F
am

ili
es
	F
lo
rid

a	
Pr
oj
ec
t

•	
		A
pa
la
ch
ee
	R
eg
io
na
l	P

la
nn

in
g	
C
ou
nc
il

•	
		C
hi
po
la
	R
eg
io
na
l	W

or
kf
or
ce
	D

ev
el
op
m
en
t	B

oa
rd

•	
		L
ib
er
ty
	C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	C
iti
ze
ns
	A
ss
oc
ia
tio

n

LIBERTY

11



C
ou

nt
y

D
es

cr
ip

ti
on

N
ee

ds
/V

ul
ne

ra
bi

lit
y

St
re

ng
th

s/
R

es
ou

rc
es

W
ak
ul
la
	C
ou
nt
y	
en
co
m
pa
ss
es
	7
36

	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
n	
ar
ea
,	o
f	w

hi
ch
	6
07

	
sq
ua
re
	m

ile
s	i
s	l
an
d	
an
d	
12

9	
sq
ua
re
	

m
ile

s o
f w

at
er

. L
oc

at
ed

 w
ith

in
 

Fl
or

id
a’s

 n
or

th
w

es
t r

eg
io

n,
 in

 th
e 

pa
nh

an
dl

e,
 W

ak
ul

la
 C

ou
nt

y 
ha

s 
tw

o 
in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 m

un
ic

ip
al

iti
es

: 
So

pc
ho

pp
y 

an
d 

St
. M

ar
ks

. W
ak

ul
la

 
C

ou
nt

y 
is 

on
e 

of
 e

ig
ht

 c
ou

nt
ie

s i
n 

N
or

th
 F

lo
rid

a 
th

at
 m

ak
e 

up
 th

e 
Bi

g 
Be

nd
 a

re
a.

  F
ra

nk
lin

 C
ou

nt
y 

lie
s t

o 
th

e 
so

ut
hw

es
t, 

Je
ffe

rs
on

 C
ou

nt
y 

to
 

th
e 

ea
st,

 L
eo

n 
C

ou
nt

y 
to

 th
e 

no
rt

h,
 

an
d 

Li
be

rt
y 

C
ou

nt
y 

to
 th

e 
w

es
t. 

Th
e 

co
un

ty
 se

at
, C

ra
w

fo
rd

vi
lle

, i
s 

th
e 

on
ly

 u
ni

nc
or

po
ra

te
d 

co
un

ty
 se

at
 

am
on

g	
Fl
or
id
a’s
	6
7	
co
un

tie
s.

Po
pu

la
tio

n:
	3
0,
44

9

•	
			R
ac
e:
	8
3%

	W
hi
te
,	1

4%
	B
la
ck
,		

3%
	O

th
er

•	
		Y
ou
ng
es
t	C

hi
ld
re
n:
	6
%

•	
		O

ld
er
	C
hi
ld
re
n:
	1
6%

•	
		A
du

lts
:	6

7%

•	
		O

ld
er
	A
du

lts
:	1

1%

H
ig

he
st

 N
ee

d 
A

re
as

: C
ou

nt
y 

ra
te

s a
re

 h
ig

he
r 

re
la

ti
ve

 to
 F

lo
ri

da
 o

n:

•	
		P

ov
er

ty
 ra

te
 fo

r s
ch

oo
l-a

ge
 c

hi
ld

re
n

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n 

in
 sc

ho
ol

 re
ad

in
es

s p
ro

gr
am

s e
lig

ib
le

 fo
r f

re
e/

re
du

ce
d 

lu
nc

h

•	
		C

hi
ld

re
n 

3 
to

 5
 y

ea
rs

 w
ith

 d
isa

bi
lit

ie
s r

ec
ei

vi
ng

 p
re

-K
 se

rv
ic

es

•	
		S

m
ok

in
g,

 in
ac

tiv
ity

, a
nd

 o
be

sit
y

M
od

er
at

e 
N

ee
d 

A
re

as
: C

ou
nt

y 
ra

te
s a

re
 h

ig
h 

bu
t s

im
ila

r 
to

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 

th
an

 F
lo

ri
da

: 

•	
		O

ve
ra

ll 
Po

ve
rt

y 

•	
		K

in
de

rg
ar

te
n 

ch
ild

re
n 

el
ig

ib
le

 fo
r f

re
e/

re
du

ce
d 

lu
nc

h

•	
		L

ow
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

le
ve

ls 
(H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
/G

ED
 g

ra
du

at
e 

or
 b

el
ow

)

•	
		U

ni
ns

ur
ed

•	
		U

ne
m

pl
oy

m
en

t

•	
		H

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 d

ro
po

ut

•	
		B

irt
hs

 to
 te

en
ag

e 
an

d 
un

w
ed

 m
ot

he
rs

•	
		B

irt
hs

 w
ith

ou
t a

de
qu

at
e 

pr
en

at
al

 c
ar

e

►
   L

ow
er
	ra
te
s	o

f	k
in
de
rg
ar
te
n	
ch
ild

re
n	
fu
lly
	im

m
un

ize
d	
re
la
tiv
e	
to
	

Fl
or

id
a

►
   W

IC
	e
lig
ib
ili
ty
	ra
te
	is
	si
m
ila
r	t
o	
Fl
or
id
a	
bu

t	r
ec
ip
ie
nt
	ra
te
	is
	m

uc
h	

lo
w

er

►
   H

ig
he

r r
at

e 
of

 in
di

vi
du

al
s w

ith
 d

isa
bi

lit
ie

s a
nd

 li
m

ite
d 

ac
tiv

ity
 a

nd
 

us
e 

of
 sp

ec
ia

l e
qu

ip
m

en
t d

ue
 to

 h
ea

lth
 is

su
es

 re
la

tiv
e 

to
 F

lo
rid

a 

►
   L

ow
er

 V
PK

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n 
bu

t s
im

ila
r r

at
es

 o
f S

ch
oo

l R
ea

di
ne

ss
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
io

n 
an

d 
fre

e/
re

du
ce

d 
lu

nc
h 

el
ig

ib
ili

ty
 a

s F
lo

rid
a 

►
   A

re
as
	o
f	W

ak
ul
la
	C
ou
nt
y	
w
ith

	h
ig
he
st	
ne
ed
	b
y	
to
pi
c	
an
d	
zip

	c
od
e:

	
•	
		U
ne
m
pl
oy
m
en
t:	
	3
23

46
	a
nd

	3
23

55
	

	
•	
		U
ni
ns
ur
ed
	M

in
or
s:	
32

32
7	
an
d	
32

34
6

	
•	
		In

co
m
e	
le
ss
	th

an
	$
35

,	0
00

:	3
23

27
	a
nd

	3
23

46

	
•	
		L
ow

	e
du

ca
tio

n	
le
ve
ls:
	3
23

27
,	3

23
46

,	a
nd

	3
23

58

►
   L

ow
 ra

te
 o

f l
ac

ki
ng

 b
as

ic
 li

te
ra

cy
 sk

ill
s c

om
pa

re
d 

to
 o

th
er

 c
ou

nt
ie

s 
an

d 
Fl

or
id

a

►
   L

ow
er

 ra
te

s o
f b

irt
hs

 to
 lo

w
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

m
ot

he
rs

 c
om

pa
re

d 
to

 
Fl

or
id

a

►
   M

ed
ia

n 
in

co
m

e 
is 

hi
gh

er
 c

om
pa

re
d 

to
 o

th
er

 se
rv

ed
 c

ou
nt

ie
s a

nd
 

Fl
or

id
a

►
   L

ow
er

 S
N

AP
 ra

te
s c

om
pa

re
d 

to
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   F

oo
d 

St
am

p 
ne

ed
 a

nd
 re

ci
pi

en
t r

at
e 

is 
lo

w
er

 th
an

 F
lo

rid
a

►
   H

ig
he

r r
at

e 
of

 o
w

ne
r o

cc
up

ie
d 

ho
m

es
 th

an
 F

lo
rid

a

►
   O

ve
ra

ll 
cr

im
e 

ra
te

s a
nd

 a
rr

es
ts 

de
cl

in
ed

 

►
   C

hi
ld
	c
ar
e	
co
sts
	a
re
	re
as
on

ab
le
	c
om

pa
re
d	
to
	si
m
ila
rly

	si
ze
d	
co
un

tie
s	

►
   L

ow
 ra

te
 o

f n
ot

 sp
ea

ki
ng

 E
ng

lis
h 

w
el

l

►
   E

ve
nt

s o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 v

er
y 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 

	
•	
	In

fa
nt
s	a
nd

	c
hi
ld
re
n	
in
	fo

ste
r	c
ar
e

	
•	
	C
hi
ld
	a
nd

	in
fa
nt
	d
ea
th
	ra
te
s

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l P

ro
gr

am
s/

In
st

it
ut

io
ns

•	
		1
6	
EC

E	
fa
ci
lit
ie
s:	
1	
w
ith

	G
ol
d	
Se
al
	st
at
us
,		
1	
pr
ov
id
es
	E
H
S	
se
rv
ic
es

•	
		7
	p
ub

lic
	e
le
m
en
ta
ry
	o
r	s
ec
on

da
ry
	sc
ho

ol
s,	
1	
ch
ar
te
r	s
ch
oo
l,	
Se
co
nd

	
C

ha
nc

e 
Al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
—

Ad
ul

t S
ch

oo
l

•	
		2
1s
t	C

C
LC

	p
ro
gr
am

	si
te
s	

Se
rv

ic
e 

C
en

te
rs

/R
es

ou
rc

es

•	
		R
el
at
iv
el
y	
cl

os
e 

pr
ox

im
ity

 to
 L

eo
n 

C
ou

nt
y 

re
so

ur
ce

s (
e.

g.
, m

ed
ic

al
 

fa
ci

lit
ie

s, 
St

at
e 

Ag
en

cy
 O

ffi
ce

s, 
in

sti
tu

tio
ns

 o
f h

ig
he

r e
du

ca
tio

n,
 e

tc
.) 

•	
		W

ak
ul
la
	C
ou
nt
y	
C
oa
lit
io
n	
fo
r	Y

ou
th

•	
		W

ak
ul

la
 C

ou
nt

y 
O

ne
 S

to
p 

C
en

te
r

•	
		E

ar
ly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
C

oa
lit

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Bi

g 
Be

nd

•	
		W

ak
ul
la
	S
en
io
r	C

iti
ze
ns
	C
en
te
r,	
W
ak
ul
la
	C
ou
nt
y	
Se
ni
or
	c
iti
ze
ns
	

C
ou

nc
il 

•	
		W

or
kf

or
ce

 P
lu

s 

•	
		A

pa
la

ch
ee

 R
eg

io
na

l P
la

nn
in

g 
C

ou
nc

il

WAKULLA

12



Geographical Comparisons 

Comparisons are made across select geographical areas on community 
population statistics, socio-demographic characteristics, family and 
household community characteristics, health and wellness factors, 
access to services, and cost of child care. Geographical comparisons 
summarized	in	this	Executive	Summary	include:	

Comparisons with counties served by CSBG and HS grants: 

•			Alachua	County	compared	to	Leon	County
•			Jackson	County	compared	to	Franklin	and	Jefferson	counties

Comparisons with counties served by the CSBG grant alone: 

•			Jackson	County	compared	to	Wakulla,	Calhoun,	Gadsden,	Gulf,	
and Liberty  counties

•			Citrus	County	compared	to	Wakulla,	Calhoun,	Gadsden,	Gulf,	and	
Liberty  counties

In	the	full	study,	a	multitude	of	factors	were	selected	for	comparison	
across these counties.  As well, Tallahassee (the major city within 
Leon County) was also compared with Gainesville (the major city 

in Alachua County). Comprehensive findings on all geographical 
comparisons and factors assessed can be found in the body of the 
report.	In	this	Executive	Summary,	four	factors	have	been	selected	to	
demonstrate general patterns of need across served and comparison 
counties: 

•			Poverty	Rates
•			Uninsured	Rates
•			Low	Education	Rates	(High	School	Diploma	or	Less)
•			Teenage	Pregnancy	Rates	

Findings	for	these	four	factors	are	presented	in	Figures	1	through	8.		
These data are from the U.S. Census Bureau, America community 
Survey.	Figures	1	and	2	depict	2012	poverty	rates	across	counties	
as well as the State of Florida. The highest poverty rates are found 
in Alachua, Gadsden, and Liberty Counties. With one exception, 
Wakulla, all counties have higher poverty rates relative to Florida. The 
poverty rate in Leon County is lower compared to the rate in Alachua 
County. Jackson and Citrus County poverty rates are most comparable 
to those of Leon and Jefferson. 

 Figure 2. Poverty Rate in 2012 Across CSBG-Only Served Counties and Reference Counties

Figure 1. Poverty Rate in 2012 Across HS and CSBG Served Counties and Reference Counties
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Figure 3. Uninsured Persons Rate in 2010 Across HS and CSBG Served Counties and Reference Counties

Figure 4. Uninsured Persons Rate in 2010 Across CSBG-Only Served Counties and Reference Counties

Uninsured	rates	across	geographical	comparison	areas	are	shown	in	Figures	2	and	3.	The	uninsured	rates	range	between	17%	and	
25%	across	comparison	areas.	Notably,	the	uninsured	rate	in	Alachua	(20%)	is	higher	than	the	rate	in	Leon	County	(17%)	which	
has the lowest rate of any of the geographical areas assessed. The highest rates are found in Franklin, Gadsden, and in the State as 
a whole. Uninsured rates in Jackson are comparable to those of Leon and Wakulla. The uninsured rate in Citrus is similar to the 
rates in Calhoun, Gulf, Liberty, and Jefferson.
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Figure 5. Percent of Individuals with Low Education Levels (High School Diploma or Lower) in HS and 
CSBG Served Counties and Reference Counties (2008 to 2012 average rates). 

Figure 6. Percent of Individuals with Low Education Levels (High School Diploma or Lower) in CSBG-Only 
Served Counties and Reference Counties (2008 to 2012 average rates). 
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Figure	5	and	6	depict	rates	of	adults	with	only	a	High	School	Diploma	or	Lower.	Alachua	and	Leon	Counties	have	comparable	
rates which are much lower than the State or other counties examined in this study. Both of these counties are home to State 
University systems as well as other post-secondary institutions suggesting greater access to educational opportunities for residents 
in these areas. Low education rates in Citrus and Jackson are close to rates in all of the other counties with exception of Calhoun 
and	Liberty	which	have	the	highest	rates	at	67%	of	adults	with	no	college	training	or	degree.					



Shown	in	Figures	7	and	8,	the	teenage	birth	rate	(per	1000	females	ages	15	to	19)	is	lowest	in	Leon	and	Alachua	Counties.	The	
teenage birth rate in those counties is also much lower compared to Florida. Rates in Jackson and Citrus are most comparable to 
those in Jefferson and Gulf. The highest teenage birth rates are found in Franklin followed by Calhoun, Gadsden, and Liberty.

Figure 7. Teenage Birth Rates in HS and CSBG Served Counties and Reference Counties 
(2010 to 2012 average rates). 

Figure 8. Teenage Birth Rates in CSBG-Only Served Counties and Reference Counties 
(2010 to 2012 average rates). 
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Recommendations 

Barriers and High Needs 

Capital Area services are intended to help ameliorate the deleterious 
effects	of	abject	poverty.	It	is	not	surprising	then	that	this	needs	
assessment has illuminated the high rates of poverty and factors 
associated with poverty in the serviced counties. The high need areas 
that emerged from existing data sources converged with self-reports 
of clients, parents, providers, administrators and board members. The 
individual	needs	of	each	of	the	served	counties	are	summarized	in	the	
county profile charts above. 

The need profiles for each county can be used as a guide for making 
decisions about distributing limited resources toward reducing the 
highest	need	areas	within	each	county.	In	some	cases	this	may	be	
through improving client awareness of services and understanding 
of how to access services, leveraging and streamlining community 
resources, or bolstering professional development and self sufficiency 
efforts as indicated throughout this section. Recommendations are 
provided cutting across all counties and funding streams followed by 
recommendations specific to the CSBG and HS grants.

Before	summarizing	recommendations	derived	from	this	needs	
assessment, it is important to acknowledge that some barriers 
or challenges may limit the extent to which suggestions can be 
implemented. Major barriers are as follows. Some of these could be 
addressed	and	minimized	while	others	will	be	beyond	the	agency’s	
control. 

 •			Agency funding limitations

	 •			Staff time constraints 

	 •			Commitment and motivation of others (other community 
agencies	or	organizations,	clients,	etc.)

	 •			Client transportation barriers

	 •			Economy 

General Recommendations

Leveraging	Community	Resources	to	Improve	Service	Coordination,	
Awareness, and Access

Based on stakeholder reports, there is a clear need for improved 
awareness of and accessing available community services. There are 
several areas where the rate of individuals eligible for a service was 
as high as or higher than the rate for the State but the rate of receipt 
of	the	service	was	lower.	Examples	include	WIC,	Food	Stamps,	
VPK, Head Start/Early Head Start, afterschool programs, and other 
governmental services for low- and middle-income families. Based on 
this needs assessment, part of the issue is individuals not being aware 
of the services or not knowing the process for securing these services. 
In	other	cases	there	may	be	waitlists	for	services.	Another	common	
suggestion across all stakeholder groups was to streamline services and 
reduce	duplication	of	services	across	agencies	and	organizations.		Some	
efforts to address these issues of awareness, access, and streamlining of 
services include: 

	 •			Work	with	other	community	organizations	to	develop	
a web-based central repository of community and State 
and Federal resources and services to inform and connect 

clients with resources in their respective communities. 
This repository would also allow for better streamlining of 
services and reducing duplication of services. The Wakulla 
County One Stop Center could be used a possible model 
and Whole Child Leon as a model for services to children.

	 •			Meet	with	a	group	of	organizations	or	agencies	providing	
services to meet community needs related to Capital Area’s 
mission. This might take the form of a consortium or 
taskforce with the goal of generating ideas to match and 
leverage existing State and community services. Such an 
effort could enhance commitments from other agencies 
and	organizations	in	support	of	Capital	Area’s	services.		
This group could also be tasked with identifying additional 
funding opportunities for Capital Area to consider 
applying. 

	 •			Leverage the benevolence efforts of the faith-based 
community to assist families and coordinate efforts to 
reduce duplication to ensure the neediest families are 
provided assistance.

	 •			Promote	and	encourage	families	to	use	2-1-1	Big	Bend,	
the helpline designed to assist families in navigating 
and obtaining services to meet their specific needs in 
their counties. Services can be accessed via telephone or 
computer.

Expanding Services

Across all stakeholders including those receiving services as well as 
those directly providing services and those in administration, there 
is a strong motivation to have increased professional development 
opportunities for clients to help them improve their workforce skills as 
well as their changes for securing gainful employment at a living wage. 
To meet this common goal, focus efforts and resources on: 

	 •			Offering professional development trainings or aligning 
clients and parents with available continuing education, 
technical training, or post-secondary 
training opportunities. 
Aligning clients with 
existing scholarships 
or grants for 
which they 
may be 
eligible.  

 



•			Aligning	clients	with	prevention	programs	in	their	area	such	as	21st	
CCLC programs. Most of the served counties currently 
have	21st	CCLC	program	sites	which	serve	lower	income	
children and families. Some of these programs offer parent 
literacy activities as well as educational enrichment for 
children and youth.   

	 •			Self-sufficiency initiatives to build employable skills and 
capacities enhancing long-term economic security for the 
individuals and communities served. 

Grant Specific Recommendations

Both CSBG clients and Head Start parents served by Capital Area 
were very satisfied with the services they and their families have 
received by Capital Area. There was common sentiment for Capital 
Area services to be maintained. The perspectives of providers, clients, 
and parents served by Capital Area’s CSBG and HS grants mirrored 
information from existing data sources in terms of the needs they face.  
These stakeholder groups were also asked to offer recommendations 
for improvements to services in the future. These findings are 
summarized	below.	

Community Services Block Grant

The areas mentioned in the CSBG client and provider surveys as most 
concerning included:   

	 •			Not having reliable transportation to get to work, school, 
or a service agency to receive support.

	 •			Inadequate	medical	and	dental	care	or	insurance.		

	 •			Difficulty covering basic living expenses such as paying for 
their rent/mortgage or utilities. 

	 •			Concerns over not having education levels needed to 
obtain, retain, or advance at their job and not having 
transportation and/or resources to access educational 
opportunities. 

	 •			Child care issues including lack of transportation, cost of 
care and the hours that child care program is available.  

Administrators and provider staff recommended the following to 
support staff and address client needs.

	 •			Establish an employee training program 

	 •			Hire more staff

	 •			Share client lists with other service agencies 

	 •			Regularly survey clients to ensure needs are being met

Head Start Grant

Surveys collected from staff, administrators, and parents of children 
participating in Capital Area Head Start programs yielded two 
common need areas that were consistently reported across providers 
and parents: transportation and income related issues. 

Head Start families are clearly in need of supports and services in areas 
of obtaining gainful employment with wages commensurate with the 
cost of living, accessible and affordable health and dental care, and 
professional development opportunities. Other needs associated with 
employment and wages are also reported by Head Start parents such as 
food, housing and transportation. 

Parents offered recommendations for Head Start services.  

	 •			Offer, increase, or maintain transportation services 

	 •			Allow more opportunities for parents to get involved or 
receive information in areas such as the VPK program, 
parenting skills, and their child’s progress.

	 •			Extend the program (through the summer) or increase the 
hours of operation

	 •			Offer programs for children with special needs

When asked what barriers stand in the way of fully 
meeting family’s needs, staff and administrators reported 
limitations in funding, space at their Head Start programs, 
and communication with parents and the community. 
Recommendations by staff and administrators for improving 
services to better meet Head Start family needs include:   

	 •			Meet with agencies providing similar services to plan for 
improvement

	 •			Identify	services	offered	by	local	churches	to	better	leverage	
those services  

Another common theme related to child care that cut across 
stakeholder surveys was cost of child care. While the cost of child 
care appears to be less in the Panhandle and Big Bend areas of the 
state, the costs are still relatively high for families.  Head Start, Early 
Head Start and child care subsidies help to fill a critical need for 
low-income families. Low-income parents who are not able to access 
either a Head Start program or child care subsidy have few incentives 
for seeking and maintaining employment given the high cost of child 
care. Thus, Capital Area’s Head Start services are meeting an important 
community need in the areas it serves. 
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